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CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 7558 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 

TAGS: PGOV, SY, PLO, EG, XF 

SUBJECT: FRENCH INTERPRETATION OF SYRIAN/PLO VIEWS TOWARD RECENT 
DEVELOPMENTS 

1 . ON DECEMBER 9 FRENCH POLOFF GAVE US SOME BACKGROUND ON 
RECENT FRENCH CONVERSATIONS WITH PRESIDENTIAL POLITICAL 
ADVISOR DAOUDY, SOME SECOND ECHELON SYRIAN BAATHI OFFICIALS 
AND SEVERAL MEMBERS OF THE PALESTINE CENTRAL COUNCIL. MAIN 
POINTS ARE SUMMARIZED BELOW. 

2. DAOUDY: AFTER RETURNING FROM TRIPOLI DAOUDY TOLD FRENCH 
AMBASSADOR THAT HE WAS VERY PLEASED WITH THE RESULTS OF THE 
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CONFERENCE. HE ASSERTED THAT SYRIA HAD HELD ITS POSITION 
DESPITE HEAVY PRESSURE TO OPT OUT OF THE NEGOTIATING 
PROCESS. THE IRAQIS HAD BEEN ISOLATED, AND SYRIA HAD 
WON LIBYAN AND ALGERIAN BACKING FOR ITS POSITION. 

DAOUDY EXPRESSED CONFIDENCE THAT JORDAN WOULD NOT JOIN 
CAIRO TALKS. 
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3. BAATHIST OFFICIALS: DURING BARRE'S VISIT HERE FRENCH 
JOURNALISTS WHO HAD MET WITH NUMBER OF MID-LEVEL BAATHI 
FUNCTIONARIES WERE STRUCK BY THEIR BELIEF THAT SYRIA WAS 
GOING TO TRIPOLI TO JOIN THE REJECTION FRONT. MOST SEEMED 
BUOYED AND HAPPY AT THIS PROSPECT. FRENCH POLOFF CONJECTURED 
THAT THEY WERE NOT LIKELY TO HAVE BEEN PRIVY TO ASSAD S 
THINKING AND THEIR UNCONCEALED JOY AT THE PROSPECT OF SYRIA'S 
OPTING OUT OF NEGOTIATIONS INDICATED MANY OF THEM WERE 
STILL DOCTRINAIRE IN THEIR THINKING AND WERE UNCOMFORTABLE 
WITH SYRIA'S COMMITMENT TO A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT. 

4. SYRIAN PUBLIC REACTION: FRENCH READING WAS THAT MANY 
SYRIANS, ESPECIALLY CHRISTIANS AND BUSINESSMEN, WERE TAKING 
A WAIT-AND-SEE ATTITUDE. SOME WERE SKEPTICAL THAT SADAT’S 
INITIATIVE WOULD PRODUCE POSITIVE RESULTS FOR ANYONE 

BUT EGYPTIANS. NEVERTHELESS, MANY OF THEM FELT THAT 

REGIME HAD OVERREACTED TO SADAT'S MOVES. FRENCH ALSO BELIEVED 

THAT SOME OF THE GUARDED PRO-SADAT REACTION AMONG UPPER- 

CLASS DAMASCENE SUNNIS STEMMED FROM THEIR RESENTMENT 

OF AN ALAWITE-DOMINATED GOVERNMENT. FRENCH READING OF SYRIAN 

PUBLIC OPINION ON BALANCE SOMEWHAT MORE 

SUPPORTIVE OF ASSAD'S ANTI-SADAT POSITION THAN OUR OWN 

READING. 

5. PLO OFFICIALS: FRENCH POLOFF HAD TALKED WITH SEVERAL 
SECOND ECHELON PLO OFFICIALS (UNNAMED) WHO WERE MEMBERS 
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OF THE PALESTINE CENTRAL COUNCIL DURING THE TRIPOLI 
CONFERENCE. ONE OF THEM, HE SAID, HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN MUCH 
HIGHER IN THE PLO HIERARCHY. IN SEPARATE CONVERSATIONS, 

THEY TOLD HIM THAT SOME WITHIN THE PLO BELIEVED IT WAS A 
MISTAKE NOT TO HAVE ACCEPTED THE INVITATION TO ATTEND THE 
CAIRO CONFERENCE. THEY SAW AN OPPORTUNITY TO FORCE THE 
ISSUE OF THEIR RECOGNITION AND RESTRAIN SADAT IF THEY 
ACTUALLY MANAGED TO GET INSIDE THE CONFERENCE ROOM. 

HOWEVER, MAJORITY VIEW WAS THAT ANY SUCH MOVE WOULD LEAD 
TO A DISASTROUS CONFRONTATION WITH SYRIA AND BADLY SPLIT 
THE PLO. NEITHER OF THESE MEN WERE SUPPORTERS OF ARAFAT 
OR PARTICULARLY DOVISH ACCORDING TO FRENCH EMBOFF, YET BOTH 
EXPRESSED SOME UNDERSTANDING FOR SADAT'S MOVE. THEY NOTED 
THAT PLO, ITSELF, HAD HELD DIRECT CONTACTS IN EUROPE WITH 
ISRAELIS AND THEY WERE WILLING TO WITHHOLD FINAL JUDGMENT 
ON SADAT UNTIL THE RESULTS OF THE CAIRO CONFERENCE WERE 
KNOWN. BOTH EXPRESSED OPINION THAT MODERATE WING OF PLO 
WAS MUCH LESS OPPOSED TO SADAT'S INITIATIVES THAN WERE THE 
SYRIANS. WHILE MOST PLO MODERATES SAW THE NEED TO GO ALONG 
WITH SYRIA FOR NOW, THEY WANTED TO LEAVE OPEN THE POSSIBILITY 
OF MANEUVER BETWEEN EGYPT AND SYRIA. 
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6. FRENCH EMBASSY VIEW: FRENCH EMBOFF EXPRESSED CONCERN 
THAT US POSITION WAS WEAKENING TWOARD THE GENEVA 
CONFERENCE; A MOVE HE FORESAW AS LIKELY TO FORCE SYRIA 
TO MOVE CLOSER TO THE SOVIETS. FROM HIS TALKS WITH 
SYRIAN OFFICIALS HE NOTED THAT MOST BELIEVED US WAS 
SOMEHOW BEHIND MUCH OF WHAT HAD TRANSPIRED. YET. 

HE FELT THAT SYRIAN MEDIA HAD TO DATE WITHHELD ITS FIRE 
AND WOULD CONTINUE TO DO SO UNTIL AFTER THE 
SECRETARY'S VISIT. IF THE VISIT WAS NOT REASSURING 
TO THE SYRIANS, HE EXPECTED THE PRESS TO BE UNLEASHED. 

7. COMMENT: FRENCH EMBOFF'S REMARKS ABOUT BAATHI OFFICIALS' 
VIEWS LEND FURTHER CREDENCE TO OUR ASSUMPTION THAT THE 
PARTY HARBORS A NUMBER OF IDEALOGUES WHO NOT REALLY HAPPY 
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WITH DIRECTION OF SYRIAN POLICY IN RECENT YEARS AND ARE HOPING 
FOR DEVELOPMENTS TO FORCE LEFTWARD REORIENTATION OF ASSAD'S 
POLICY. 

MURPHY 
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